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About Us 
The Songmen are an international multi-award winning a cappella ensemble. In 2011 they won 

awards in the sacred and profane categories at the prestigious Tolosa International Choral Contest. 

Quickly gaining an enviable reputation as one of the UK’s finest and most versatile a cappella groups, 

The Songmen possess a wealth of experience from the worlds of classical, sacred and popular music 

and balance their love for the old Renaissance masters with a passion for exciting contemporary 

composers through commissioning and performing their own original material.  

Regardless of what they sing, the universal principles of perfect tonal blend, colour and precise 

intonation are fiercely strived for and shine through in every performance. 

Visit www.songmen.co.uk for the latest news, concert dates, Tweets, YouTube and Facebook updates. 

 

Recent Successes 
The Songmen had a busy time recently singing across the UK and Europe. They made their highly 

acclaimed London debut at The 100 Club Oxford Street at Limelight where they supported the virtuosic 

Russian pianist Natasha Paremski, gave concerts at Merton College Oxford and Tewkesbury Abbey and 

headlined seasons for Macclesfield, Southend, Hinckley and Redditch Music Societies. They performed 

at engagements for the Salvation Army and The Royal British Legion and sang concerts for Ikon Arts 

Management (one of the UK’s leading music management agencies) and Voces Cantabiles Music (a 

Foundation that has developed a unique and innovative programme of education work across the UK). 

The climax of last season saw the group head across the channel for a tour of Germany where they 

headlined the Neustadter Musik Sommer Festival and performed in the beautiful and vast St. 

Jacobikirche in Göttingen. 

 

 

 

 

ά{ƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǘŜǎǘŜŘ Ƴȅ όƴŜǿƭȅ 

acquired) linguistic skills to the maximum. Introducing a concert in a foreign 

language, without prompt cards, ƛǎ ŀǎ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎŎŀǊȅΗέ Wƻƴ 
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The group also established a successful Education Outreach Programme which took them to Oundle 

School, where they delivered a series of masterclasses to the very talented a cappella groups, and then 

onto Bedford Modern Junior School where they worked with young performers during the school 

choral day focussing on issues as wide-ranging as performance technique, how to have fun when 

singing and ‘choralography’! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Looking Forward 

The Songmen are preparing for a remarkable year ahead. Highlights will include their debut at the 

London A Cappella Festival at The King’s Place in London and the release of two new CDs. They will also 

be travelling a great deal throughout the UK and Europe and will be developing their very well received 

Education Outreach Programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After an exciting year premiering six new contemporary commissions the group will be commissioning 

many more, as well as adding to their already burgeoning repertoire of their own bespoke 

arrangements.  

 

Recordings 
2011 is proving to be a very busy time for the group on the recording front.  They will be releasing two 

exciting discs. The first is a sacred classical disc entitled A Sacred Place containing favourites like 

William Byrd’s ‘Haec Dies’ and Charles Villiers Stanford’s ‘Beati Quorum Via’ and some new 

commissions, two of which are written by members of the group. 

 

 

 

The project will no doubt benefit from the expertise of ex-King’s Singer, Grammy Award 

producer/performer winner, and director of London’s Podium Music, Robin Tyson, who has been 

working closely with the group in the preparation of the disc and who will also be producing the record. 

The disc will be available commercially in early 2012. 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊst time we will have 

worked with Robin and our skilled engineer Dave Hinittέ Rob  

ά²Ŝ are ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǿŜŜƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ {ƛƴƎŜǊǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ 

give us the opportunity to take time out of our busy schedule to work, without 

interruption, on the techniques that separate us from other a cappella groups.έ Dǳȅ 

ά¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ {ƻƴƎƳŜƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ 

important to us. As artists we consider it a great responsibility to engage and inspire 

ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƛƴƎŜǊǎΦέ .Ŝƴ / 
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The second release is quite a contrast: a studio album of jazz and pop classics called Midnight. It 

features original arrangements, entirely conceived by members of the group, ranging from Lambert, 

Hendricks & Ross’s ‘Gimme That Wine’ to Sade’s ‘Smooth Operator’, this release demonstrates the 

flexibility the group possesses. Already ‘in the can’, so to speak, the post recording programme has 

seen the group travel to San Francisco to work with the Grammy Award winning engineer and a 

cappella producer (yes another Grammy Award winner!) Bill Hare on the final mixes. 

 

 

 

 

Education 

Working with other singers is one of the group’s 

favourite activities and educational work is seen as 

a very important part of the group’s vocation, 

whether that’s leading masterclasses at a school, 

running workshops for a choral society, or judging 

competitions.  

Building on last season’s work with the a cappella 

groups at Oundle School and the Junior choirs at 

Bedford Modern Junior School, this year the group 

will be leading masterclasses and workshops at Tewkesbury School and Dean Close School in 

Gloucestershire. 

 

  

 

 

If you would like to book The Songmen to work in an educational capacity with your school choir, 

choral society or consort group, please contact Guy – guy@songmen.co.uk. 

 

Weddings and Corporate 

The group still sings at various weddings and corporate occasions every season. Always aspiring to offer 

something a ‘bit different’ to the usual wedding choir they prefer (with the bride’s and groom’s 

permission of course) to swap the standard Bach’s ‘Jesu Joy Of Man’s Desiring’ and Mozart’s ‘Ave 

Verum’ for a bespoke offering and a much more personalised service.  

ά²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ 

sense of friendly rivalry amongst the members of The Songmen; each member 

works tirelessly with their assigned group to give their choir that Ψextra-special 

somethingΩ in the final performances of the day.έ /ƘǊƛǎ 

άSpending time with Bill in California was quite an experience. We were thrilled with 

the initial recording of the 12 tracks but now he has finished working his magic they 

ǎƻǳƴŘ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊΗέ .Ŝƴ { 
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Recent highlights this season have seen Louisa and David dancing down the aisle (literally!) to ‘Crazy 

‘bout My Baby’ at Sulgrave Church, Oxfordshire, and Malc and Claudia leaving Quenington Church as 

Mr and Mrs Adams to (you guessed it) a bespoke Songmen arrangement of ‘The Addams Family’! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want To Find Out More? 
The group’s latest news and blog entries, information on concert dates, shop, and streaming audio can 

be found on their website www.songmen.co.uk or on their Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/thesongmen. 

For all enquiries please contact the group’s General Manager:  

 

Guy Lewis  

Tel: +44 (0)7966 803 113 - Email: info@songmen.co.uk 
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Individual Biographies 

Guy Lewis (countertenor)  

 
“I’m the first countertenor (singer of the high bits), concert 

booker, and web administrator for The Songmen; three jobs that 

keep me very busy! 

I began my life as a singer in the parish choir of Tewkesbury 

Abbey and went on to study music and singing at King’s College 

London and the Royal Academy of Music. Whilst at King’s I spent 

three very happy years as a choral scholar and was fortunate 

enough to tour the UK and abroad and record many CDs both 

commercially and for the BBC.  

As well as leading a very busy life as a ‘Songman’, I still find time 

for inordinate amounts of singing, for whoever will have me, as a 

freelance soloist and consort singer. 

Aside from spending vast amounts of time with my best friends, 

the thing I love the most about being a member of The Songmen 

is our collective aim for musical excellence. Focussing on things like vocal blend and tone colour is 

especially satisfying for me.” 

  

Ben Sawyer (countertenor) 

“I am the second countertenor as well as composer/arranger 

and ‘principal whistler’ in The Songmen. 

I grew up in Kingston-upon-Thames where I attended Tiffin 

School and was a chorister at Kingston Parish Church. It was 

there that I started my life as a countertenor, and I haven’t 

looked back since. After leaving the family nest for Birmingham 

Conservatoire to study oboe, I became a Lay Clerk in the 

Cathedral Choir of Birmingham, and later Gloucester and 

Tewkesbury Abbey Schola Cantorum. 

I’m still involved with various consorts as a singer and soloist 

around the country and my recent solo roles include Handel’s 

Messiah and Dixit Dominus and Bach’s St John Passion. 

More recently, I have taken up the enjoyable job of arranging 

and producing original compositions for the group with the aim 

of producing a catalogue of bespoke works to capitalise on The Songmen’s unique sound.” 
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Rob Waters (tenor) 

 “I’m the tenor in the group and despite having sung in many 

Songmen concerts, taken part in foreign tours and two 

commercial recordings, I’m still considered the baby of the group 

as I’m the newest member! 

I started choral singing at Spalding Grammar School, first as a 

treble, then as a tenor. I sang tenor with various choirs as a 

student in Cambridge, but never got involved with the chapel 

choir ‘scene’. It wasn’t actually until I moved to Nottingham that I 

started taking singing more seriously; I joined the choir of St 

Mary’s in the Lace Market as a countertenor, and held a choral 

scholarship there for two years. 

I sang countertenor with the choirs of Jesus College, Cambridge, 

and later with the choir of Bristol Cathedral, before returning to 

my tenor roots as a lay clerk at Gloucester Cathedral. 

Besides singing, I have done a fair bit of composing, both sacred and profane, and have started to turn 

my hand to a few arrangements and compositions for The Songmen! I’m also thoroughly enjoying 

leading the early music programming of future concerts and creating scholarly editions of some 

amazing old works.” 

 

Ben Cooper (baritone) 

“I’ve had a passion for travelling all my life - Australia, New 

Zealand; I could go on and on. It came as no surprise then 

when the rest of the group suggested I take charge of the 

itineraries of our travelling throughout the UK and beyond.  

Oh, I also sing first baritone in the group! 

As a youngster I began singing in the choir of St Columba’s 

Parish Church, Sutton Coldfield and went on to study piano at 

the Colchester Institute School of Music. Whilst in Essex I also 

held a choral scholarship at Chelmsford Cathedral.  

Since then I have sung as a Lay Clerk at Worcester Cathedral 

and Tewkesbury Abbey.  Despite a very busy Songmen 

schedule, I also occasionally find time to work as an 

accompanist. Recently I have worked with the Worcester 

Cathedral Chamber Choir accompanying Elgar’s ‘The Music 

Makers’ and ‘From the Bavarian Highlands’, and have 

performed a recital in Worcester Cathedral of Brahms’s ‘Four Serious Songs’ and Vaughan Williams’s 

‘Five Mystical Songs’.” 
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Chris Monk (baritone) 

“I’m the lower of the two baritones in the group; a part which 

requires a fair bit of vocal flexibility needing a good low register 

with the ability to get ‘right up there’ too for the jazz, swing and 

pop solos! 

I started singing as a chorister at Reigate St Mary’s Choir School. 

After a Choral Scholarship in Edinburgh (whilst studying for my 

music degree) I moved to Gloucestershire to sing in the choir of 

Gloucester Cathedral where I also worked at the King’s School 

and lived for free in one of the oldest and most beautiful houses 

in the country. 

In Tewkesbury I sang as senior lay clerk with Tewkesbury Abbey 

Schola Cantorum and with them I have recorded around a dozen 

commercial CDs and performed in concerts and broadcasts all 

over the world. In addition to being in demand in the UK as a 

soloist, I still somehow manage to find time to work with The Songmen and on my prized whisky 

collection!”  

 

Jon Beasley (bass) 

“I am one of the founding members of The Songmen, and I’m 

the low bass of the group.  

My musical life began when I joined Tewkesbury Abbey Choir 

as a chorister. During this period whilst ‘singing high’, I met 

Guy and we quickly established a strong friendship and a 

mutual appreciation of choral music. 

A few years on I noticed that I had a low voice and Guy had a 

somewhat higher voice, and it was therefore reasoned that 

we just needed some tenor and baritone ‘jam’ to fill the void 

between. The male voice quartet ‘The Old Favourites’ was 

formed whilst we were still at school and we enjoyed much 

success and acclaim. Ten years on the latest combination, 

‘The Songmen’, is in my opinion bigger, better and slightly 

more mature! 

Now, as well as singing in The Songmen, I’m in demand in the South West as a bass oratorio and 

concert soloist and use what little ‘spare’ time I have totting up the incomings and outgoings of the 

group as The Songmen’s resident accountant!” 


