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Guy Lewis (countertenor)
Ben Sawyer (countertengr
Rob Waters (tenoy

Ben Cooper (baritong
Chrigopher Monk (baritone)
Jon Beasley (bass)

About Us

The Songmen are an international mutiward winning a cappella ensemblén 2011 they won
awards in the sacred and profane categories atghestigiousTolosa International Choral Contest.

Quickly gaining aanviablereputation as one of the UKs f i n esbkversatleacdcappella groups
The Songmepossess a wealth of experience from the worlds of classical, sacred and popular music
and balanceheir love for the old Bnaissance masters with a passion for txgicontemporary
composers through commissioning and performingir own originalmaterial.

Regardless of what they sirthe universal principlesf perfect tonal blend, colour and precise
intonation are fiercely strived foandshine through in everperformance.

Visitwww.songmen.co.ulfor the latest news, concert dates, Tweets, YouTube and Facebook updates.

Recent 8ccesses

TheSongmerhad a busy time recentlsinging across the UK and Europléey made theihighly
acclaimed_ondon debut at The 100 Club Oxford Street at Limelidiigre they supportedhe virtuosic
Russian fanistNatasha Paremskgaveconcerts at Merton College Oxford ai@wkesbury Abbegnd
headlinedseasons foMacclesfield, Southendirckleyand Redditch Music SocietieBhey performed

at engagements for th&alvation Arm and The Royal British Legion and samngerts for lbn Arts
Managemenf one of the UK’ s | eadi g VonesCanabilddasic @g e me n
Foundation that has developed a unique and innovative programme of education worls ¢éloeddK).

The climax of last seas@aw he grouphead across the channelrfa tour of Germany where they
headlined theNeustadter Musik Sommer Festiald performed in théeautifuland vast St.

Jacobikirche in Gottingen

G{Ay3IAy3 Ay DSN¥Xlye fFrad &SN gl a I
acquired) linguistic skills to thenaximum. Introducing a concert in a foreign

language without promptcardsA & | & SEOAGAY3I | a Al A
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The groupalsoestabli©eda successful Education Outreadlegrammewhich took them to Oundle
Schoolwhere they delivered a series of mastlasses to the very talented agpella groupsandthen
onto Bedford Modern Junior School where thegrked withyoungperformersduringthe school
choral day focussing dasues as wideanging as performance technigueow to have fun when
singingpnd ‘ choral ography’!

G¢KS ySgte ONBFGSR {2y3YSy 9RdzOF A2y
important to us.As artists we consider it agreat responsibility to engage and inspire

GKS ySEG 3ASYSNIdGAzZzy 2F &aAy3aSNE®PE . Sy

Looking lerward

The Songmen are preparing for a remarkable ydarad Highlights will includeheir debut at the

London A Cappella FestielThe King Place in Londoand therelease of two new CD$hey will also

be travelling a great deal throughout the UK and Europe and will be developing their very well received
Education Outreach Programme.

G2 Srei K2NRdzAKE & f221Ay3a F2NBINR (2 2dz
give us the opportunity to take time out of our busy schedulewtork, without

interruption, on the techniques thatseparate us from othea cappella group.¢ D ¢

After anexcting year premieringixnew contemporary commigsns the group will be commissioning
many more as well as adding to their already burgeoning repertoire of their own bespoke
arrangements.

Recordings

2011 is provig to be a very busy time for the groop the recording front.They willbe releasing two
exciting discsThe first is a sacred classical distitled A Sacred Plagmntaining favourites like
William Byrd’'s ‘Haec Dies’ and Chsomdnews Vil l i er
commissionstwo of which are witten by members of the group.

G¢KA& Aad | LI NIAOdz F N & S EsOtimévieywill hatdNP

worked with Robin and our skilled engineer Dave HiaiRob

The project will no doubt benefit from thexpertise ofex-K i aSinger, Grammy Award
producer/performer winneyrand director of. 0 n d BadiunsMusicRobin Tysoywho has been
working clsely with the groupn the preparationof the discand who willalsobe producing the record.
The disavill be availableeommercial in early 2012

info@songnen.co.uk www.songmen.co.uk Tel: +44 (0)7966 803 113



7/41%7

Thesecond releasés quite a contrasta studio albunof jazz and pop classicalledMidnight. It
featuresoriginalarrangementsentirely conceived by members of the grouanging fromLambert,
Hendricks & Rosss  ‘eGiTnhmat Wi riSmbothtOpeat@®’ athtdsaelease demonstrasghe
flexibility the groupposseses Already'i n t h e ¢ a nthe possrecordiny pragmena Has
seen the group traveb San Francisco to work with the Grammy Award winning engineer and a
cappella produce(yes amther Grammy Award winnerBill Hare on the final mixes.

oSpending timewith Bill in Californiawas quite an experience. We wethrilled with
the initial recording of the 12 tracks but now he has finished working his magic th

d2dzy R ALISOGI Odz F NHE . Sy {

Education

Working with other singeris one ofthe groupg s
favourite activities and educati@hwork is seemas

a very important paroft h e gvoecatiop ' s
wh et h esrleadin médsterclasses at a school,
running workshops for a choral society, or judging
competitions.

Building on | ast season
groups at Oundle School and the Junior choirs at
Bedford ModernJunior Schoothis year the group
will be leadingnasterclasses and workshops at Tewkesbury ScambDean Close Schaol
Gloucestershire

Ll capr

G22NJAYy3d 6AGK @2dzy3d INRdzLIA F2N §0K2 2
sense ofriendly rivalry amongstthe members of The Songmen; eactember

workstirelessly with their assigned group to give their choir thixtra-special
somethingdn the final performances of theday / K N a

If you would like to bookle Songmen to work in an educational capacity with ysminool choir,
choral societyor consort grouppleasecontact Guy- guy@songmen.co.uk

Weddings and Qrporate

The group still sirgat various weddings and corporate occasiensryseasonAlways apiringto offer
somet hi ng a théeusual weddiigcheir keeay ' ptef er (with the br
permission of coursdp swap the standar@a c'hJ esu Joy OfanhMa nMoSkvaDe s isr i
Verum for a bespokeffering and amuch morepersonalised service.
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Recent Iighlights this season haweenLouisaand Daviddancing down the aisle (literally t o * Cr a
‘“dut Myat Bulgrbve Churcldxfordshireand Malc and Claudia leaving Quening@murch as
Mr and Mrs Adams to (you guessed it) a bespBkagmerarrangement of The Adlams Family

Want To Find Out Mre?

The groups latest news and blog entries, information on concert dates, shop, and streaming audio can
be found on their vebsitewww.songmen.co.ukor on their Facebook page
www.facebook.com/thesongmen

For all enquiries please contactthe group Gener al Manager

Guy Lewis
Tel: +44 (0j966 803 113 Emailinfo@songmen.co.uk
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Individual Bographies

Guy Lewigcountertenor)

“I' m t he f i r singeraftbethightbi#sjconeento r (
booker, and web administrator for The 8gmen;three jobs that
keep me very busy!

| began my life as a singer in the parish choir of Tewkesbury
Abbey and went on to study musand singing at King College
London and the Royal Academy of Music. Whilst at'&ingpent
three very hapy years as a choral scholar amds fortunate
enough to tourthe UK andabroadand recordmany CDs both
commercially and for the BBC.

As well ageading a very busy life as aS o nng Iretél find time
for inordinate amounts of singinépr whoever will have meas a
freelancesoloist andconsortsinger

Aside from spending vast amounts of time with my best friends
the thing llove the mostabou being a member of The Songmen
is our collective aim for musical excellence. Focussing on things like vocal blend and tone colour is
especially satisfying for nie

Ben Sawyer (countertenor)

“I amthe second countertenor as well @smposer/arranger
and‘principal whistlerin The Songmen.

| grew up in Kingsteopon-Thames where | attended Tiffin
School and was a chorister at Kingston Parish Church. It was
there that I started mylifas a countertteno
looked back sice. After leaving the family nest for Birminghan
Conservatoire to study oboe, | became a Lay Clerk in the
Cathedral Choir of Birmingharmand later Gloucestesind
Tewkesbury Abbey Schola Cantorum.

' m stil | \varlousahsoertead asingertard soloist
around the countnand my recentalo roles include Handal
Messiah and Dixit Dominus and BacBt John Passion.

More recently, | have taken up the enjoyable job of arranging
and producingpriginal compositions for the groupith the am
of producing a catalogue of bespoke wett capitalise oifThe Songmeéns uni que sound.
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Rob Waters (tenor)

“I'm the tenor in the group andeskpite having sung in many
Songmerconcerts, taken part in foreign touedtwo
commerciakecordings)'m still considered the baby of thgroup
as Im the newest member!

| started choral singing at Spalding Grammar School, first as a
treble, then as a tenor. | sang tenor with various choirs as a
student in Cambridge, but never got involved with the chapel
choir ‘scené. It wasrnt actually until | moved to Nottingham that |
started taking singing more seriously; | joined the choir of St
Mary's in the Lace Market as a countertenor, and held a choral
scholarship there for two years.

| sangcountertenor with the choirs of Jesus College, Cambridge,
and later withthe choir of Bristol Cathedrabefore returning to
my tenor roots as a lay clerk @&oucester Cathedral.

Besides singing have done a fair bit of composingyth sacred and profane, and have startedurn
my hand to a few arrangemengd compositiongor The Songmeri!m also thoroughly enjoying
leading theearly musigrogramming of future concerts and creating scholarly editions of some
amazing old works."”

Ben Cooper (baritone)

“ Ve had a pasion for travelling all my lifeAustralia New
Zealand] could go on and on. It canas no surpris¢hen
when the rest of the group suggest| take charge of the
itineraries of our travelling throughut the UK andeyond.
Oh, | also sing firdtaritone in the group!

As a youngstelrbegan singing ithe choir of St Columba
Parish Church, Sutton Coldfield amdnt on o study pianaat
the Colchester Institute School of Music. Whilst in Esaésol
held a choral scHarship at Chelmsford Cathedral.

Since ther have sung as lay Clét at Worcester Cathedral
and Tewkesbury AbbeyDespite a verpusySongmen
schedulel alsooccasionallfind time to work as an
accompanist. Recently | have worked with the Worcester
Cathedral Chamber Choir accomparmykigals ‘The Music
Makers and‘From the Bavarian Highlaridand have
performed a recital in Worcester Cathedral of Brahnour Seriousdhgs and Vaughan Williamss
‘Five Mystical Songs”
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Chris Monk (baritone)

“I'm the lower of thetwo baritones in the group; part which
requires a fair bit ofocalflexibility needing a good low register
with the ability to getright up there too for the jazz, swing and
pop solos!

| started singing as a chorister at Reigate St MaBhoir Schdo
After a Choral Scholarship in Edinburgh (whilst studying for my
music degree) | moved to Gloucesterstiwesing in the choir of
Glaucester Cathedral wherealso workedat the Kings School

and livedfor free in one of the oldest and most beautiful lsms

in the country

In Tewkesbury | sang asnior lay clerkwith Tewkesbury Abbey
Schola Cantorum and with them | have recorded around a dozen
commercial CDs and performed in concerts and broadcasts all
over the world. In addition to being in demand iretblK as a
soloist, | still somehow manage to find time to work with The Songmen and qumizeygl whisky
collection?

Jon Beasley (bass)

“I am one of the founding members of The Songmen, and |
the low bass of the group. ™

My musical life began whendined Tewkesbury Aley Qioir
as a choristerDuring this period whilssinging high | met
Guy and we quickly established a strong friendship and a
mutual appreciation of choral music.

A few years on | noticed that | had a low voice and Guy hac
somewtat higher voice, and it was therefore reasoned that
wejustheeded some t en otofillahebidb
between. The male voice quartethe Old Favouritesvas
formed whilst we were still at school and we enjoyed much
success and acclaiffien yars onthe latest combination,
‘The Songmeéhnis in my opinion bigger, better and slightly
more mature!

Now, as well as singing in The Songntiemjn demand in the South West as asbaratorio and

concert soloist and use what littleparé time | have otting up the incomings and outgoings of the
group as The Songmarresident accountanit!
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